Science week

The Hereford Academy had
its own Science week from
16th-18th March 2009.

During the week several events took place.

Popcorn Lectures: Over 40 students
enjoyed learning about how computers
really work at screenings of the Royal
Institute Christmas Lectures titled “High
Tech Trek”. We were mostimpressed with
the number of Year 7s able to explain how
microprocessors are made!

Science Quiz: Beating over 50 entries the
winner of the National Science week quiz
was Amy Newman who got 50/60 answers
correct and won herself a £5 voucher for
Hawkin’s Bazaar.

mic Relief

fantastic week of events was
hosted to raise money for
Comic Relief ranging from welly
wanging and doubles badminton

to three-legged hockey and dance
competitions!

Assemblies: Mrs Thompson and Mr
Thorley confused most people in the school
on Friday by walking on custard. Custard

is one of the few materials that actually

gets more viscous (sticky) under pressure.
Their assembly was about opportunities in
Science and they encourage you to look at
the website called “futuremorph” for games,
case studies and quizzes about Science
related careers.

Writing competition: The Science
department was inundated with entries

for the Science writing competition. From
muscle-rub to mountain bikes, the topics
chosen to answer the question “How does
Science affect Sport?” were wide-ranging.
The overall winner (and now proud owner of
a signed Hereford United Football Shirt) was
Leah Chester in Year 8 who wrote about how
gravity and upthrust affects football.

The finale on Friday was jam packed
with students being allowed to wear
their pyjamas to school. Throwing a wet
sponge at a member of staff in stocks
proved to be particularly popular and
Mr Sheppard found he was very much
in demand!

During the whole school assembly for
the last period of the day, two staff

sat in a bath of beans — the bath had
been very kindly donated by Wye Valley
Reclamation - while the highlight of the
afternoon took place in front of a whole
school assembly. This included several
of the male teachers getting their legs
waxed and heads shaved followed by
the Miss Academy competition which
was won by MrTootell as ‘Miss Too
Sweet’.

The whole week was a huge success
and the students loved the events that
took place and raised a wonderful
£519.35 for Comic Relief. Our thanks
especially to Mrs Hossack who
masterminded the whole thing and to
all the staff who took part!

Accelerated Science: Room 4 was
extremely smelly after students tested
their acid-hardened eggs for their ability
to withstand impact. Well done to those
students who investigated how science
investigations work through this and the
maggot racing. After Easter we will be
looking at the breeding patterns of Brine
Shrimp — live ones (yes, how does a Brine
shrimp choose who to fancy?). We would
like to see more students involved in this
club where we have lots of fun and learn a
bit of Science along the way. Everybody is
welcome- look out for the posters.

Well done everyone who gotinvolved.

Mrs Thompson

SPORTS

We're onto a winner

The sports department have carried on

with their great run of results and have
again proved that the sporting prowess
of The Hereford Academy continues.

Football

Overall another successful season for our
football teams. They worked extremely
hard throughout the term and this was paid
off in the majority of results:

Won Drawn  Lost

Year 7 1 1

1
Year8 4
Year 9 1
Year 10 5

2

0
3
0
Year 11 2

1
0
0
0

Rugby

Our Year 8 rugby team had only one match
butit was a great one as most matches
were played in the Autumn term, however
the academy were the victors against
Aylestone 36-24

Netball

We have continued our successes in netball
this year.

Our two netball teams the U14s (Year 9)
and U16s (Year 11) have really taken to the
sport and their hard work has paid off with
two terrific teams that we have thoroughly
enjoyed coaching. Congratulations to the
following girls who are our Netball Players
of the Year:

Year7 Leigh Simpkins
Year8 Chelsea Kinsey
Year9 Amy Saunders

Year 11 Victoria Sachser

Boxing

Nine of our students successfully passed
their Preliminary Boxing award after
attending an eight week course run by
Wye Boxing Club. Itis hoped that if there is
sufficient interest, another course will run
in the summer term.

Junior Basketball
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The 4th Annual Primary Schools Basketball
tournament was held at The Hereford
Academy. The standard was the highest yet
with the young students displaying good
passing and shooting skills. In a closely
contested final, Riverside A played Riverside
B with the A team coming out the victors 9-
8. The Principal Mr John Sheppard awarded
the medals and Trophy to the winning
team.

Futsal

The girls have had a great time playing
Futsal this season and have thrown
themselves into the sport and had a lot of
fun.

The U12s have won 2, lost 2 beating
Weobley and Wigmore

The U14s have drawn 1, lost 3 but have had
a couple of close matches where it could
have gone either way.

The U16s have won 2 lost 4 which were
close matches showing the gritand
determination of this talented side.

Congratulations to the following girls who
have been outstanding throughout the
season:

u12 Robyn Smillie
ui4 Paige Parry
U16 Becky Hayes

House Sports

These are the P.E. house competition results
for this term.

Penalty Competition

v. Mr Davies
Winners
Year7  Josh Francis-Newman (Atlanta)
Year8  Paige Parry (Atlanta)
Year9  James Phillips (Athens)
Year 10 Ben Price (Sydney)
ZacSirrell (Beijing)
Year11l Dan Johnston (London)

The Badminton Challenge
Congratulations to the following students
who challenged and beat a member of
staff!

Year8 Celine Jackson (Athens), Paige
Parry (Atlanta) and Naomi
Waugh (Athens)

Year9 leuan Marlowe (Atlanta), Mike
Pawlak (Beijing) and Abby Sterry

(Atlanta)
Year 10 Ben Price (Sydney)

Year 12 Rhys Davies (Atlanta) and Scott
Owen (Athens)

The overall PE Points table is as follows
(all competitions, all year):-

1st Beijing 100 points
2nd Atlanta 98 points
3rd London 85 points
4th Athens 84 points
5th Sydney 78 points

Any comments or views about this newsletter or its contents, please contact :

Mr Les Haines, Head of ICT Ihaines@theherefordacademy.org.uk Tel. 01432 364862
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e are now at the end of the
second term as The Hereford
Academy and | would like to

celebrate with you our triumphs over the
year so far.

We have been recognised by the Specialist
Schools and Academies Trust as one the
five mostimproved schools in the West
Midlands using our results from August
2005 to August 2008. Here we have seen
a 41% rise in the percentage of Year

11 students achieving 5 A* — C Grades
from 33% to 74%. We have also been
recognised as one of the most improved
schools concerning our English and
Mathematics results at GCSE.

The academy has been subject to two
videos concerning our outstanding
practice. The first focuses on our
innovative Year 7 curriculum and the
impactit has had on student learning.
The second, which will be screened on
Teachers TV shows the outstanding
support students get at the academy
from our committed and hard
working Learning Support Workers.
Congratulations to all staff who have been
involved in getting this recognition.

Our talented students also need
congratulating for their hard workin
many areas. Our Year 11 students are now
studying hard, aiming to complete their
courses and achieve their “personal best”
for August 2009. The final push includes

Dear Parents and Carers...

Easter revision sessions and after school
sessions from now until the examinations.

The cast of “Dracula Spectacula” were
excellentin the portrayal of a spoof horror
story. Watching the performances on
Tuesday and Friday night it was superb to
see how confident the cast had become.
Well done to all involved; but particularly
to the principal actors who gave the show
such assured performances in their roles.

Once again it has been a successful term
for our sports teams and further details
can be found later in this newsletter.

Mrs Atkinson and Miss Jeffery, on
Saturday 7th March, took a team of 15
students to represent The Hereford
Academy in a Magistrates Court Mock Trial
Competition, organised by the Citizenship
Foundation and had great success. Our
Year 9 team performed extremely well,
winning two awards — the award for Most
Improved School and the Magistrates Cup.

Finally, congratulations to 7ES1 who were
the best attending class for the Autumn
Term.

As we now engage with the Summer
Term can | thank all parents and carers for
their support over student progress and
attainment, the academy uniform and
helping us make The Hereford Academy a
thriving place to learn.

John Sheppard
Principal

The Hereford Academy is proud

to announce that we have been
recognised as one of the specialist
schools and academies that nationally
has significantly improved their GCSE
results. This was celebrated ata dinner
in London on Monday 23 February.

The Hereford Academy was identified
as one of 5 mostimproved schools in
the West Midlands as a Specialist Sports
College, its performance at 5+ A* - C
grades has reached 74.4% this year, and
at 5+ A* - Cgrades including English
and Maths from 2005 to 2008. These
achievements have been recognised and
celebrated by the Specialist Schools and
Academies Trust. MrSheppard joined
with a number of other Headteachers
and Principals at The Royal College of
Physicians in London to celebrate this
SUCCESS.

Elizabeth Reid, Chief Executive of the SSAT
said, “If every young person is to receive
aworld class education then we must
setworld class standards that challenge
every school to improve year on year”.

Mr Sheppard said of this success, “We
are delighted to be recognised for the
hard work, commitment and energy

of students and staff. The Hereford
Academy has made superb progress
over the last three years and this sets the
standard for our next three years. With
this recognition and the development
ofa new £24million building, starting
later this year, we are in a strong position
to continue to deliver an effective 21st
century education®,







