
S u b t r a c t i o n  

Subtraction sign,             Minus sign,      Negative sign 

Spoken  (- 6)                  ‘Minus six’         ‘Negative six’      ‘take away 6’ 

Read the sums out loud.  This helps with the understanding of the key words.                             

E.g.  10 -  7 = 3.  ‘Ten minus seven equals three 

Example 1   96—37  

 

              +3                     +50                         + 6           = 59 

 

 

         37       40                                       90                   96 
             

Example 2    567—243 

 

                  500  60  7   - 

                  200  40  3 

                 300 + 20+ 4 = 324 

Example  3   437 - 243 
 

                                  4    3     7 

                     -    2     4     3 

                             

                          1      9    4 

1 3 

Solving written problems 

 

A water tank holds 500 litres.  A farmer uses 147 litres  how much water is left? 

 

Use one of the above methods to solve the problem 



Subtraction 
Assessing Pupils Performance  (APP 

Number and the number system 

Calculating 

Using and Applying  

mathematics 

Level 4   recognise and describe number relationships 

Level 3  Solve whole number problems 

              Subtract two digit numbers mentally 

Level 4   Use a range of methods 

               Use efficient written methods 

               Check the reasonableness of results with reference to the 

               context or size of numbers 

               Solve problems without a calculator 

Level 5   Understand and use a non calculator method for dividing  

               any three digit number by a two digit number 

Level 3   Select the numeracy they use in the classroom activities 

               Try different approaches when problem solving 

               Begin to organise their work and check results 

               Review their work and reasoning. 

Level 4   Develop their own strategies for problem solving 

               Present information and results in a clear and organised way 

 

Level 5   Check results, consider whether they are reasonable 


