




Let’s talk Attendance
The start of 2009/2010 began well, November 
brought with it Swine Flu which took its toll 
on our students and affected the Academy’s 
attendance.  We were then hit with a sickness 
bug, quickly followed with adverse weather 
conditions.  Now at last attendance seems to 
be improving.

The attendance team awarded 280 
certificates to students who had achieved 
100% attendance at Christmas.  Well done to 
all students who received the certificates. 

A reward system for Year 11 has been trialed 
this year, where points can be awarded for 
each session they attend school.  The points 
are tallied every week and can be found on 
the notice board outside the Attendance 
Office.  Points are also awarded for 
achievement in class.  The points the students 
earn will go towards a prom ticket, hair and 
make up for the big event and for an outfit for 
the night. The Year 11 students seem to like 
the system as there is always a crowd outside 
the office at break and lunch time.  So come 
on students check your progress on your 
Prom points.

Attendance shields are awarded each term to 
the forms with the highest attendance in each 
year.  Form totals can be found on the notice 
board outside the Attendance Office.

A reward trip for the form with the best 
attendance took place this term.  8AJT were 
treated to a trip to TGS to enjoy bowling and a 
meal.  Well done 8AJT!

The attendance team will be organising a 
trip for the best attending form, to the Three 
Counties Show again this year.  We have 
awarded this trip for the past 2 years and it 

has proved to be a great success.  Will your 
form be the one to win this year?!

An award for the 100% students will be 
organised in the summer, but it is yet 
undecided as to where or what it will be.  If 
you are a student with 100% come and see us 
in the office and give your ideas of what you 
would like to do.

VivoMiles – reward system has been launched 
this year.  Students earn miles by attending 
school, and for various achievements 
throughout the school.  So remember the 
more you attend school the quicker your miles 
will grow.

We also held a draw at Christmas for students 
with 100% and 2 lucky students walked away 
with Keith St Peters vouchers worth £15 each. 
There will be another draw held at Easter for 
OOP’S can’t tell you, but it’s a super prize and 
something you would all like to own. You can 
only enter the draw if you come to school.

PUNCTUALITY – It seems that all year groups 
have a problem with leaving their beds and 
punctuality is suffering, “why are you late?” 
The attendance team will be targeting all lates 
and will show no mercy.

If you have an idea or a suggestion of what 
you would like for attendance rewards, come 
and see us in the attendance office, come and 
check your points for the Prom or VivoMiles 
or just to check on how your attendance 
is going.  We are never too busy to see the 
students.

REMEMBER THE MORE YOU ARE IN 
SCHOOL, THE BETTER YOU ACHIEVE AND 
THE HIGHER YOUR EARNINGS WILL BE 
WHEN YOU LEAVE SCHOOL.

Disneyland Paris
Design and Technology 
Gifted and Talented Visit
In September of 2009 a decision was 
made to take some of the Gifted and 
Talented pupils in Design and Technology 
on a foreign visit as part of their studies.

After some research a company called 
Study Experiences was discovered that 
provided a behind the scenes view of 
how Disneyland Paris operates its rides, 
organised its catering and produced its 
costumes and floats for parades.

On a first come first served basis to 
gain permission from parents 10 pupils 
volunteered to trail blaze the trip.

On the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of February the 
group enjoyed a brilliant fact finding 
and testing visit (yes, that’s trying out 
the rides, hotel services and food). This 
was despite a 5:00am start and 11:00pm 
return.

The three seminars provided very 
useful background contexts to the rides, 
food and costumes. The group then 
had a very full day in both the park 
and studios, experiencing the rides 
and meeting many favourite Disney 
characters!

All the pupils stated it was a very 
informative and exciting visit and would 
recommend it to anyone

Perhaps next year we might widen the 
chance for more pupils to attend ….so 
watch this space!

National Literacy Trust Competition 
As a Reading Champions school we were delighted to be able to give our 
students the opportunity to enter a very special competition – the World 
Wrestling Entertainment Wrestle Mania Reading Challenge.  Students 
tested their literacy skills by reading five books, and writing a short 
persuasive review about one of them. Could they persuade a wrestler to 
read their favourite work of fiction? The following students impressed the 
judges and were awarded a National Literacy Trust Bronze Award which 
included a certificate and a badge.  They also received a gift from the WWE 
Wrestlers.
Declan Bowring 

Dayna Childs 

Joshua Glaister 

Kamil Hejar 

Estelle Hughes 

Jordan Jones 

Jordan Lord 

Sasha Newman 

Mason Parry 

Sebastian Ropel 

Laura Wall
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Star of David, Remembrance 
The Hereford Academy is one of six 
schools in the whole country to take part 
in a national, conceptual art project, 
commemorating the holocaust.

The project was set up by students from  
St Augustine of Canterbury secondary 
School in St Helens. The school in St 
Helen’s drew the Star of David onto a 
map  of the UK and asked 5 other schools 
at each point of the star to join them in 
planting white crocus’ in the shape of 
the star.  The Hereford Academy was 
delighted to join in when they fell into the 
South West point of the star. 

Students from Years 9 &10 made their way 
to the top of the academy’s site to plant 

the white crocus Star of David on a frosty 
morning to remember the victims from 
the holocaust.  Crocus’ are a perennial 
species which means they will re-flower 
every spring and act as a natural reminder 
of the project and its themes.  

This project began on the 29th January 
2010, 2 days after the holocaust Memorial 
Day is remembered across the country. 
This year marks the 65th anniversary of 
the Liberation of Auschwitz and the star at 
the academy should use approximately 65 
bulbs- one for every year of freedom. 

XLR8 – successfully 
bridging the 
transition into high 
school
XLR8 is a ten week program designed to 
increase confidence and empower young 
people to reach their potential. Led by Mrs 
Balfe and accompanied by Mrs Marlowe , 
a team of twelve Year 7 students planned 
and implemented their choice of activities, 
supported each other throughout all their 
many and varied experiences, and gained 
a breadth of knowledge and co-operation 
skills not usually found in the traditional 
classroom.

Summed up by the words of one student 
as  ‘I loved going on XLR8 – why did it have 
to end?’ the program supported the often 
difficult transition from key stage two to 
key stage three, by allowing students to 
build and develop personal and academic 
skills that they then transferred back 
into the classroom. Activities ranged 

from canoeing on Bodenham Lake, 
to Horse Riding and a trip to the Cats 
Protection League. High points included 
an adventure activity using rope swings 
and high wires, during which the team 
encouraged each other to overcome their 
personal fears and anxieties.

The Magistrates 
Mock Trial
Resounding success by 
Year 8 team
On Saturday 6th March Miss Jeffery 
and Mrs Atkinson took 14 Gifted 
and Talented Year 8 students to 
Hereford Magistrates Court to 
compete against Herefordshire 
Schools as part of The Citizenship 
Foundation’s Magistrates Mock Trial 
competition. 

We are pleased to report that due to 
excellent team work and outstanding 
performances by all the students 
involved, The Hereford Academy did 
extraordinarily well, winning both of 
their trials despite being a whole school 
year younger than the majority of the 
other teams. We won the Prosecution 
Lawyers Shield and the Defence 
Lawyers Shield, the winning of which 
testifies to our team’s skill at thinking 
on their feet as well as their speaking 
and listening skills. 

The final result was exceptionally close, 
with us being just ten  points behind 
the eventual winners.

Our team’s magistrate, Howard Jones, 
said he was “delighted” with our 
performance, and all staff involved 
would like to congratulate our students 
for not only their skills on the day, but 
their motivation and sportsmanship 
throughout the Mock Trial competition.  
We were also pleased to see so many 
parents at the award ceremony 

Students involved included Joseph 
Evans, Christine Rushforth, Hannah 
Leonard, Rachel Wainwright, 
Jasmine Harris, Jayde Brown, Chloe 
Apperley, Chloe Baker, Jamie King, 
Zoe Pemberton, Harry Smith, Joshua 
Mason, Courtney Gwynne and Jasmine 
Harris.
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The ‘Need for Speed’ 
Gifted & Talented Science group
When asked what they would like to 
investigate for their BA crest bronze 
award, the Gifted and Talented Science 
group highlighted cars and explosions 
as two areas of interest. They decided 
that combining the two might be a little 
dangerous so instead they have decided to 
build their own model cars and investigate 
what factors will affect their speed. 

The students have planned their experiment 
and identified the factors that they want to 
investigate. They have designed the cars 
which they have just started to build and 
hope to launch them at high speed over 
a large purpose built ramp before Easter. 
With a little luck they won’t explode in the 
process………watch this space!

Science club

The following activities have taken place in 
Science club since Christmas:
4	making handwarmers for those chilly 

days
4	screaming jelly babies and big bangs
4	mini rockets
4	fizzy sherbet
4	greasy fish dissection
4	custard bouncy balls
4	mothers day soaps and flowers
The attendance at Science club, every 
Thursday after school has been 
overwhelming with over 100 different 
students attending at least one session. 

We are always looking for new participants 
so come along and get involved! 

Triple Science update  
(Y9 and Y10)

The first group of GCSE Triple Science in 
year 10 have started with a bang.  In their 
first exams (taken in November) they 
achieved 25% A’s and A*s.  They achieved 
this through hard work and lots of revision- 
well done to all of them. 

We are looking forward to welcoming the 
new group of Year 9’s who have opted for 
triple Science in September.

KS5 Forensic Science
 STOP PRESS! Another murder has taken 
place in Science (they have terribly bad luck 
don’t they?).  Luckily the Post-16 Science 
students were on hand to process the 
crime scene, ensuring they preserved any 
evidence they found and skilfully fending 
off the press when they tried to gain 
access. 

The Post-16 Forensic Scientists have had 
another excellent term, with a visit to 
Hereford County hospital to look at their 
radiopharmaceuticals department and 
a lot of chances to use new pieces of 
equipment such as our hardness tester.

SCIENCE Btec support
Need help with your Btec Diploma or 
Certificate?  Samantha Jackson, Carolina Lu, 
Charlotte Blake, Jamie Kelly and Samantha 
Edwards are doing extra sessions on 
Fridays and Mondays after school with 
Mr Weeks in order to achieve their 4-GCSE 
equivalent Btec Diploma.  We commend 
their hard work. Come along if you would 
like time to catch up/improve with any Btec 
Science course and earn yourself some 
VivoMiles.

Upcoming Science events:
4	Annual Herefordshire Science 

Festival in conjunction with St Mary’s 
School at The Hereford Academy July 
14th watch this space for more details

4	International visitors—Our partners 
from Norway, Spain and Austria are 
arriving on May 4th.  Please make them 
feel welcome- more details to follow

4	The Hereford Academy International 
Science Week—April 19th-23rd—look 
out for timetable of in and after school 
activities.

Music and Drama 
Department News!
Watch this space! The Music and 
Drama Departments are busy 
rehearsing for several shows and 
concerts during the summer term 
including the musical ‘Ruth’. Pupils 
are developing skills in singing, 
performing and playing instruments 
through a variety of lunch time and 
after school clubs where all pupils are 
welcome to join and have some fun 
whilst learning and developing new 
skills.

Watch this space for dates of 
forthcoming events - they are set to 
be too good to be missed!

Instrumental lessons are available 
at the academy for all to enjoy. 
Instruments range from Guitar, drums, 
keyboard, singing and cello - any 
instrument can be learned - anyone 
that is interested should come and see 
Miss Titley for more information.
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Academy Ski Trip
The Facts:
22 students from Years 7-11 and three 
staff went to St Johann-in-Tirol, Austria 
in the week following half term in 
February.  They came back (more or 
less) in one piece after a week’s skiing.

The Opinions…
The ski trip was a bit daunting at first, 
but after a while it was great.  Everyone 
was talking, having fun.  The skiing got 
better, going down the bigger slopes even 
though it was scary!  When it was time to 
go, I could have stayed another week but I 
was looking forward to seeing my family 
again. 
Laura Virgo, Year 11

I had a good week on the ski trip. I made 
good friends with everyone and would love 
to go on another trip soon. 
James Watkins, Year 10

It was amazing – It was the best school trip 
that I have ever been on – It is something I 
will never forget.  The teachers were really 
helpful and don’t mind helping you so you 

can have the best time possible.  Thank you 
for taking us! 
Jordan Marlowe, Year 10

The skiing trip was great because I only fell 
over on the last day.  The hotel was nice. 
Tiffany Francis, Year 8

It was great!  I had great fun and the place 
we went to was friendly and the ski resort 
was good for beginners and professionals. 
Callum Bunn, Year 11

The ski trip was fun.  The mountains, views 
and instructors were amazing. 
Tom Wainwright, Year 11

The skiing trip was great (apart from the 
bruises from falling over all the time!)  I’m 
so glad I went now. 
Laura Watkin, Year 11

Any comments or views about this newsletter or its contents, please contact : 
Miss C Freddi, Secretary to the Senior Team  cfreddi@theherefordacademy.org.uk    Tel. 01432 355213

Links with the Primary Schools
Schools Sport Coordination Programme

As part of The Hereford Academy Sports 
Coordinating Programme there have been 
strong links made with the feeder primary 
schools. Part of this is regular festivals and 
tournaments. The most recent of these has 
been the dance festival and the tag rugby 
and basketball tournaments. Over a hundred 
children took part in the dance festival and 
the tournaments were well supported with 
the teams displaying good standards of skill.

Science in Sport:  
Having a ball
As part of the links between the Science and 
PE departments, 15 Year 7 students spent 
an afternoon at the Malvern Theatre looking 
at balls and the forces at play in sport. The 
New Year Lectures run by the University of 
Worcester are a great opportunity to enthuse 
our students in Science in a new and exciting 
way.

Why do they swap tennis balls in the middle 
of a match?  Why do golf balls have dimples?  
How do you get a football to curl?  What 
happens to your foot when you kick a ball?

These were just some of the questions that 
were answered in an entertaining afternoon 
in Malvern. The lectures were an interactive 
introduction to the importance of science in 
advancing elite performance and how the 
underpinning science relates to all aspects of 
everyday life.

The students from The Hereford Academy 
were a credit to the school and are looking 
forward to returning next year. 

Primary links with 
Science at the academy
Mr Weeks has been working with Y6s from 
St Martins, Riverside and Marlbrook since 
September.  He has been running sessions on 
Forces and Key Skills every Friday afternoon.  
There have been 14 sessions so far and after 
Easter he will be focusing on Year 5.  There 
will be more students visiting The Hereford 
Academy so look out for them and make 
them feel welcome.

In the last session, the pupils from St Martin’s 
Primary School took part in an afternoon 
‘taster’ session. During the session they:
4	successfully cracked James Bond’s secret 

code words

4	described what forces are and what they 
can do… with just a piece of scrap paper

4	modelled the three states of matter… by 
showing off their dancing skills

4	investigated heat transfer… by playing 
with fire (safely, of course)

The pupils were a credit to St. Martin’s, rising 
to every challenge put before them and 
demonstrating excellent team work and 
behaviour.

It didn’t end there. They took their results back 
to school and put them into a spreadsheet 
and produced graphs for their ICT work.

PE Congratulations!!
Well done and congratulations to Amy Saunders and Chloe Lloyd who have been training 
with the England U16 Rounders Squad.  They trained and played on 27th February and 
have been asked to attend trials again next year!!  Well Done Girls!!

Well done to the Year 10 girls who played in a Herefordshire schools Netball Tournament at 
John Kyrle. The girls beat Aylestone and Kingstone but lost to St Marys and Tenbury, in the 
group stages. The girls went through to the quarter finals but unfortunately lost to Bishops.  
All girls played with determination and commitment and were a credit to the school. Well 
done! Player of the Tournament was Amy Saunders.
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