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THE HEREFORD ACADEMY




The Parents’ Forum 

Community Learning Centre 

20 January 2009 
	Attending:
	Sally Kowal 
	Claire White 
	Gary Leonard 

	
	Chris Atkinson 
	Sandra Leonard 
	Paul Shutler 

	
	
	Kim Fitch 
	Sue Matthews 

	
	
	Kim McGowan 
	Liz Phillips 

	
	
	Marie Bufton 
	Hilary Small

	
	
	
	

	Apologies:
	Stephen & Diane Apperley
	


Issues discussed

· Chair of meeting 
If anyone would like to chair the meeting in the future, please email skowal@theherefordacademy.org.uk


· Web page for Parents’ Forum
A web page needs to be set up for the parents forum and this is currently at the development stage 

· Students Education & Information to Parents
We are looking at lots of different ways that parents can support the education of pupils and how parents can be informed about the changes.  A working party is to be created with the following people involved:

Mark Johnson (Governor)
Sally Kowal 
Pupils & parents 

If any parents are interested, please email lsmithers@theherefordacademy.org.uk

· Rewards
These were discussed and what is being implemented is as a result of parent/student/staff consultation 

· Academic Tutoring Day
Year 9 – 5 March  
Year 8 – 31 March 
Year 7 – 30 March 

In response to questionnaires, Academic Tutoring days are now only being held for KS3 and pupils will be able to stay in school as parents were finding it difficult to organise childcare. KS4 will have Parents’ Evenings to discuss with subject staff.

Parents wanted to know if pupils had achieved their targets – at the last ATD parents were told they would be informed in January and they would like to know about the targets.


· Building (new school)
Plans will not be available to parents and students for consultation until the company has been appointed who will undertake the building .
 Hopefully there will be Open days for people to see building in progress as well as
Construction work experience and possibly a newsletter from the builders.
 Parents asked if there would be lockers in the new building?


· Malvern College
There will be a placement available at Malvern College for a pupil who achieves well during this Year 11 – 5A* + Sport  or 10 A*-A
Fees and uniform will be paid for by The Academy and this will be publicised to the students as soon as possible 


· University 
There will be trips to Universities for pupils and if anyone would like to go along to Worcester University, they will need to get in touch with Louisa Smithers. It may be possible to run trips for parents too.


· Fit to Succeed 
Still continuing with 40 families taking part. 

· Clinic 
Nurse - Could speak to parents about the clinic if they wish to know more


· Dads & Lads Club
To start initially with breakfast and football coaching – will eventually move onto literacy and numeracy skills if they wish.


· Uniform and Make-up 
Mother was concerned that a Year 11 student wasn’t wearing his blazer in lessons.  Concern was expressed about the amount of hoodies being worn – they are not part of the uniform so shouldn’t be allowed.  
There are also concerns about the amount of make-up some of the girls are wearing – it will be mentioned in assembly.

· Classes
 Is it possible that washing and ironing can be taught to pupils?!

· C4’s 
There was concern about whole classes being kept in breaks and after school – especially Years 8 & 10. Mrs Kowal  will email staff to remind them not to keep whole classes in.

Date of Next Meeting:  
Tuesday May 5th 2009
Community Learning Centre 
