Student Union Meeting 15th January 2009

Chair – Matt Payne

Minutes – Katie Evans

Present: Vicky Sachser, Carly Morris, Q Gilbert, Daniel Cooke, Dean Davies, Emily Pritchard Smith, Charlotte Smith, Amy Saunders, Katie Rees Daniels, Hannah Leonard, Zoe Pemberton, Jamie King. 

Apologies – Jodie Newell, Andy Smith, Steph Johnson.

MS Turner reminded the union there are several meetings coming up.

Healthy Food Group meeting on 27th January in the Canteen at 9am.  

Eco Schools Group on 29th January in the Infozone at 12.35

Ms Turner informed the group that £104 pounds was raised at the cake sale in aid of Year 11 prom. 
Members asked that Student Union meetings are not held on a Thursday.  Ms Turner explained the rota had been done back in September and only 3 Thursdays out of the whole year were on the rota. 

The issue was raised in regards to paper recycling. Pupils are noticed that classrooms do not recycle paper.  Ms Turner informed the group of the paper bank and agreed that as it was on site we need to make use of it.  Year 11 pupils suggested they could co-ordinate a recycling program that would coincide with CoPE.  Year 11 are to arrange to place boxes in all classrooms for recyclable paper, and will also collect them to put in the paper bank.  

Matt informed the group that summer uniform was discussed with Mr Sheppard and although it has not been decided, it would not be compulsory if it was applied. 

It was discussed that the elected person for buildings sub committee had not attended any Student Union meetings and has not arranged any sub committee meetings.  It was agreed by all present that a new member should be elected to take their place.  New Building sub committee chair person is Daniel Cooke. 

Amy Saunders spoke about the seminar she attended with Ms Turner and Abby Sterry last term.  One good idea brought back from this was a Buddy System for Year 6 pupils.  Pupils in year 9 and 10 would be “buddied” with Year 6 pupils to help with their primary transition.  Amy and others all thought this was an excellent idea and would be interested in taking part.  Ms Turner said that she had spoken to Mrs Hughes about this and Mrs Hughes was going to look into it. .

Members asked if there would be ‘House Meetings’ now the new house system is in place.  Ms Turner to speak with PE about this. 

Younger members of the Union commented that they thought SLAM members are not easily identifiable!! Year 11 asked if it was possible for the SLAM team to wear black capes?? 
Exams – Students felt that it was unfair for people to be allowed to the toilet during exams.  Also behaviour issues in Oak Centre Exam 
It was agreed by most of the group that the canteen appears to have improved lately.  Members are aware the contract is almost up and that it is out for tender.  It was commented that although there may be a new catering firm in place soon, the staff would still be the same.  Will it make a difference to the quality of food? 

Members complained that there is never any soap in the toilets, and also lately no toilet roll.  Foam soap could be used to cut down on the waste and stop people throwing it around.  Toilet rolls need to be in locked dispensers so as to stop them being thrown down the toilet. 

It was also noted that the Oak Centre toilets are very dirty and don’t appear to be cleaned regularly. 

Members also discussed C3 detentions for punctuality.  Pupils felt that it was a waste of time to miss 10 minutes of lesson time while staff are collecting pupils.  It was asked whether the Teacher in charge of anyone needing to do C3 could escort them to the Gym at 10.35.  This would cut down on the amount of time missed in lessons.  Ms Turner said that she would put this to the Attendance and also Senior Management Team. 
Meeting Closed. 

Next Meeting Wednesday 25th January 2009 in Infozone. 

Any Feedback on minutes would be welcome. 
