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The Parent’s Forum
Community Learning Centre
11 November 2008

Attending: Sally Kowal Mr & Mrs Matthews ~ Mr & Mrs Apperley
Chris Atkinson Mrs McGowan Mrs White
Mrs Phillips Mrs Bufton
Mrs Ankers Mr Shutler
Mrs Leonard Mrs Harding
Mrs Small

Sally Kowal welcomed the parents to the Community Learning Centre and
outlined that this was to be an informal meeting to discuss what parents would
like to find out and how they would like meetings to develop.

Issues discussed

e Sports teams: extra-curricular — slightly worried that students are left to pick
own teams and arrange their training, particularly rugby

e Website: needs updating regularly — still has last year’s term dates on.
Talked about setting up a Parent’s section of the website

e Community Learning Centre: leaflet distributed and courses promoted

¢ Positive Feeling: There was a feeling that there were lots of good things
happening at The Academy and we should celebrate them more in the press
in order to enhance the reputation of the school further

e Community Entertainment Event: there was a suggestion that we would
develop an event near to Christmas (a pantomime?) for next year!



New buildings: Parents would like to know about the new buildings & design,
in particular about drama/music and theatre

6" Form: Parents would like to know about the courses on offer in order to
inform future choice

Academic Tutoring: Various discussions about how the day took place

Uniform: Parents were generally happy with the blazers etc. and that The
Academy has paid for the uniform for Years 8-11. They would like to see ties
done up properly and will try to enforce this at home

There was concern that one parent had bought a jumper with the logo but is
led to believe that other students are wearing plain black jumpers which are
much cheaper to purchase. Staff are to investigate this.

There was concern about the PE kit. It is difficult to purchase from Rotherwas
due to a lack of sizes and uncertainty by the seller of what items are required
for male/female students. Parents would prefer to buy all uniform from the
school uniform shop.

Unions: Mrs Small is very keen to link Marlbrook Student Council with The
Academy Student Union

Parents are very keen to meet again soon to continue the positive ethos
established.

Date of Next Meeting:  Tuesday 9 December at 7pm

Learning Zone, Front Terrapin, Main School



